No decline in preterm birth rate over three decades.
Low socioeconomic status has been associated with risk of preterm delivery. During the past 30 years, Taiwan has had tremendous economic growth and people have attained higher levels of education and living. It is thus not unreasonable to presume that the rate of preterm delivery would decline in response to these changes. The birth registry of Tri-Service General Hospital from 1957 to 1987 was reviewed. The rate of preterm delivery remained stable over the past 30 years, unaffected by these country-wide social changes.